Asian Journal of Conservation Biology, July 2013. Vol. 2 No. 1, pp. 61-68 AJCB: FP0022
ISSN 2278-7666 ©TCRP 2013

Potential for Community and Conservation Reserves in the
Western Ghats, India

Arun Kanagavel'>*’, Shijo Joseph>*, Revati Pandya® and Rajeev Raghavan'~

'Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE), School of Anthropology and Conservation, University of Kent,
Canterbury, United Kingdom — CT2 7NZ
Conservation Research Group (CRG), St. Albert’s College, Kochi — 682 018, Kerala, India
*Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society (WILD), 96, Kumudham Nagar, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641 035, India
“Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), Jalan CIFOR, Bogor 16115, Indonesia
*Corresponding Author’s E-mail: arun.kanagavel@gmail.com

(Accepted May 15, 2013)

ABSTRACT

Protected Areas represent the world’s economic and political commitment towards the conservation of biodiver-
sity. The Western Ghats (WG) in peninsular India, part of the Western Ghats-Sri Lanka Hotspot has the highest
human population density and population pressure in the world and is in need of urgent conservation attention.
Community Reserves and Conservation Reserves are protected area systems in India which integrate local com-
munities as well as private organisations into protected area management. The potential for Community and Con-
servation Reserves was evaluated at 25 reserve forests and privately owned/leased forest fragments at Kodaikanal,
Theni and Valparai, which are limited-access areas in the human-dominated landscape of the southern WG. Data
collection at each site, on a range of issues, was based upon the characteristics of local communities which would
be central to the integration of resource-use, community participation and biodiversity conservation. The sites
where local communities preferred to participate in protected area management were further prioritized through
ranking them for the variables and index calculated. Sixteen potential, community and conservation reserves were
subsequently identified and prioritised. An analysis of the perceptions, of forest department officials and conserva-
tion researchers, towards the establishment of such reserves revealed that they were unsure whether these reserve
systems would be beneficial for biodiversity conservation.
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